
   In July 2003, you honored me with your trust and confi-
dence… when you allowed me to be your NVON President 
elect, I shared with you then how through my involvement 
with NVON I had come to be so impressed with NVON as 
the well-organized body that it is. Further, I spoke of how 
the member states had become so cohesive, working side by 
side toward the same well-defined goals. In that meeting, 
you’ll recall that I announced my choice of “A Strong Foun-
dation: Building From Within” as my theme.  I promised 

you then that I’d work to strengthen our current membership to make us more at-
tractive to new member states.   That day, I said, “Working together I believe as 
NVON members we can make a positive difference in our lives and the lives of 
people worldwide. It is my belief that we must continue to make people aware of 
NVON; its mission of service to our communities and our on-going relationships 
and involvement with both CWC and ACWW.”  
 
   That year I pledged to you that I would help to guide NVON and promote its 
membership growth and contributions to the well being of all citizens and to do 
my best to serve as an effective leader. I hope you feel that I have kept the prom-
ises I made to you those few short years ago.   
 
   As I look back over the last three years I swell with pride at the many accom-
plishments NVON has achieved.  And I mean it when I say, “accomplishments 
NVON has achieved”… without each and every one of you working to support 
these goals, NVON could and would not grow to be the organization it is today. 
 
   With the United States Internal Revenue Service granting our application for 
501 [C] [3] status, an NVON Endowment Fund was established in 2006.  I am so 
proud that the membership of NVON has supported and contributed to the En-
dowment Fund and that a year later; we have reached our initial goal of having 
the endowment principal exceed $10,000. These funds have been deposited in a 
separate interest bearing account of NVON and have been earmarked as a perpet-
ual source of income-generating principal to assure funding for the ongoing work 
of the National Volunteer Outreach Network.  As this fund continues to grow, so 
does the scope of NVON’s important mission.   
 
   I am, likewise… VERY proud that on January 17, 2006, the North  Cont’d page 2 

A Strong Foundation - Building From Within 
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The following are excerpts from the report Val gave 
  July 20, 2007 at NVON Conference. 

 
   “The work of ACWW thru the Projects Committee and the support we are able 
to give is reflected so well in the words of one of New Zealand’s former mem-
bers of Parliament when she said ; “As women some of us must run so that others 
may walk.”  For it is thru ACWW, with your support that we are able to assist 
women from many corners of the world to take their first very tentative steps to-
ward raising their standard of living - not only for them and their families but 
also for the community where they live.  This is reflected so very       Cont’d  page 3 
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    Encourage your organization to put an amount in their budget to support the NVON Endowment as a 
working source of income for NVON. Your gifts to the endowment fund will insure the continuance of 
NVON’s ability to do good in this world.   Contributions may be sent to: 

Marietta Gutierrez,  
1312 Winnebago Ct.,  

North Little Rock, AR.  72116 
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Carolina Extension and Community Association became NVON’s eighth member state organization.  That 
same year, “Working Together for Ten Years” was the theme as NVON proudly celebrated its 10th Anni-
versary with a much-deserved birthday cake and the recognition of the first NVON Board.   
  
   The purpose, objectives, and aims of the National Volunteer Outreach Network have certainly been ex-
panded during the years since 1995. The bar of achievement has been raised to a record high and NVON’s 
dream of an expanded outreach has been magnified beyond our boldest imaginings.  The camaraderie 
among members from the eight NVON member states has been a remarkable joy to watch as it has grown 
and flourished, and the close companionships and friendships of those in leadership roles within NVON has 
been intensified by the milestones that have been achieved.  As your president, it has been an overwhelming 
joy to have worked with so many of you to ensure that the purpose and mission statement of the National 
Volunteer Outreach Network has been carried out.  
 
   In this, my final year as NVON President, I look back with pride at the many accomplishments of NVON.  
I encourage each of you to take our 2007 conference theme to heart.  Make NVON a part of your future. 

 
Make NVON                                   A Strong Foundation - Building From Within 
                                                         "Inherit the Past, Create a Bright Future" 
It has been an honor to serve as your President of NVON.   
 
Thank you for that privilege.            
Pamela Hanfland   NVON President 
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positively in the income generating schemes, the committee has been able to support. There is no doubt that 
the more we learn of our sisters and their needs, the more we are challenged to take up their cause and the 
more our admiration for all that they undertake and achieve in the interest of their families and their com-
munity increases.  So let us continue to be “The Runners” and in so doing demonstrate that we are indeed 
“Winning the Way for Women.” 
 
   The 2004-2007 Triennium has certainly been an exciting one for the Projects Committee.  In 2006 the 
Committee approved its 700th application, which was for a Maize Farming Co-operative in Ghana.  In 2007 
the Committee celebrated their 30th anniversary marking it by approving and highlighting an application 
from Romania entitled; “Letters for the Street Children of Bucharest.”  This project will provide residents 
with access to literacy and health education to help children who have been abandoned by their families, to 
lead normal lives and so avoid the feeling of isolation and loneliness.   ACWW funded the computers, soft-
ware and books for the centre.  In the women’s words; “The measure of success will be if at the end of one 
year 75% of the illiterate children can read and write. 
 
   The final meeting of the Triennium was in March 2007 and saw the committee approve funding for its 
725th project, an HIV/Aids Prevention and Education Project for a Disabled Women’s Association in 
Uganda.  A far cry, from the 1st projects in 1977, from Belize & Seychelles for Field Workers and Home 
Economics. Belize borders the south of Mexico and Seychelles is off the southeast coast of Africa.  What a 
long way we have traveled – as we continue to approve funding for a Tailoring Project in Burundi, another 
first with this application from that Central African Country.  In total the Projects Committee has funded in 
the Triennium, a total of 83 Projects in 31 Countries with a total expenditure of 289,000 pounds sterling.    
 
   Those first tentative steps for rural women throughout the developing world are indeed difficult.   For 
without access to credit they find it almost impossible to take on even the smallest income-generating pro-
ject or micro-credit scheme.  Like ACWW who recognize this barrier for development, Professor Muhom-
mad Unis also recognized the problem, when he established The Grameen Bank in Bangladesh.  The bank 
provides that much needed Micro-Credit, for a rickshaw, some chickens or a cow.  The Bank serves the 
worlds poorest, especially women.  Since its establishment 2,226 branches have been formed, and more 
than 6.6 million people have borrowed money in 22 countries.  In 2006 Professor Unis was awarded the 
Noble Peace Prize, surely confirming for ACWW that through the Projects Committee we indeed provide 
the first tentative steps for development and progress. 
 
   Let me bring you up to date on some of our current projects.   Water-Clear Gold-Water Wealth-Safe Wa-
ter, Water and Sanitation.  Did you know that 1.1 billion people do not have access to safe drinking water?  
6000 children die every day from diseases associated with the lack of access to safe drinking water.  This is 
the equivalent of 20 jumbo jets crashing every day.  The average distance women in Africa and Asia walk 
for water is 6KM.  The weight of water normally carried on their heads is 20KG, the luggage allowance 
weight in my country.  The average person in the developing world uses 10 liters of water a day while in the 
U.K. each person uses 130 liters a day.  One flush of the toilet uses the amount of water that is used for a 
whole days washing, cleaning, cooking, and drinking in the developing world.  That is why the Projects 
Committee endeavors to fund as many requests for providing water and sanitation as possible.  Examples   
 are Uganda-Water Supply for Medical Centre for pumps, pipes, etc..  India -10 boreholes installed provid-
ing drinking water for 846 families.  Swaziland bore holes drilled then pumps and tanks installed for a Pri-
mary School providing toilets and hand basins. NVON feels a part of this from a donation to this project 
known as the WASH project.   Sri-Lanka received 6 wells in 6 communities and 10 latrines and tanks.  
Ghana-Irrigation Development Project.  In Kenya the construction of tanks to lessen time the women 
needed getting water from Lake Victoria - 4 Hours. 
                                                                                                                                                            cont’d  page 4 
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   A project in Ghana that has been very successful is one named The Virgin’s Club.  Its aim to reach 500 
students, aids victims and other young people was achieved reaching more than the 500 students, 64  HIV/ 
Aids victims and 750 youths.  The expectations of the club were exceeded.  All participants were under 25 
years of age.  Seminars were held in churches, schools, mosques, Moslem schools and community centres. 
Once again many questions and misleading information was cleared up for the participants who asked if 
they could contact the disease by association with a victim, such as eating and drinking, or shaking hands? 
Could the disease be gotten from working in the sunshine or from consuming forbidden food?  An achieve-
ment was the Queen Mother of the Asadame Community leading by example and being the first to be 
tested.   This project proved so successful that after it was completed The Virgin’s Club applied for another 
project to further the education in their area, to reach street people and others at risk, who were not reached 
by the first project.         
                                                                                                                                                                                  

   Let me fast forward for you a quick flash of other recently funded projects around the world as we con-
tinue to our goal of “Winning the Way for Women.” 
 
   Romania-Funding for Equipping the Resource and Training Centre in Targu (part of Transylvania)  for 
disadvantaged women.   China-Piggery Project and Cataract Operations.  India - Sheep rearing/Nutrition 
Education Training.  Korea -Vocational Training for Handicapped Women.  Uganda Beekeeping and an-
other to sensitize communities to the dangers of Female Genital Mutilation.  Papua-New Guinea-Adult Lit-
eracy Teachers Training plus “Training the Trainers.”   Peru-Micro-Credit Revolving Loan Program and 
Jewelry using Recycled Forest Products.  Bangladesh-Breast Screening.  Cameroon-Food Sustainability 
thru Plantains and Pepper Production.  Pakistan  - Economic Development thru Micro-Credit Revolving 
Program and so the list  goes on and on with many projects.   HIV/Aids, water projects and food security 
are among the repeated requests and of which many are greatly needed and granted. Volunteer Committee 
members spend many hours reviewing applications, then meeting twice a year in London to review then ap-
prove or reject a project application.  Jo Almond is one of these dedicated members, thanks, Jo, you are ap-
preciated. 
 
   My thanks to all of you, for your support of the Project Committees work.  With your help we can con-
tinue to be the Runners thru ACWW so that others may walk.  Many years ago when my society studied 
Iraq, a family in Iraq living in New Zealand shared this as we visited their home.” 
 
   “Don’t walk in front, I may not follow, Don’t walk behind, I may not lead, Just walk beside me and be my friend.” 
 
   Thank you for helping me serve ACWW on this committee.  It has been a most humbling but inspiring 6 
years for me.�� �������� �������� �������� ������������������������� �������� ������������
(A complete copy of Val’s report is on file with                                      Immediate Past ACWW Projects Chairman,  
the VISION Editor).                                                                                          New Zealand�
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Do you need NVON  items?   The NVON Pin is available for $4.00   Handbooks  are  $3.00   

Brochures and Panel Cards are available for 10 cents each.    All items can be purchased from 

Ruth Ann Anderson—NVON President Elect.   1445 Sunset Lane,  Glen Dale, WV  26038-1124 
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Continued from back page:    
 
   Mary Cynthia Knowles was our luncheon speaker.  She spoke to us about “What’s Going on 
in your Interior”.   While quite humorous, her presentation proved to be very educational as 
she highlighted a consumer’s guide to interior decorating.   
 
   Many seminars were presented throughout the afternoon with many varied topics including “Everything 
You Ever Wanted to Know About Lampshades”, “Tapping into Gratitude: Finding the Courage to Change 
More Castle, Less Hassle!”, “Introduction to Antiques”, “Caring for a Depressed Loved One (and Surviv-
ing)”, The LEAP Program,  and “Surfin’ CYBERnet: Waves of Resources for Working with Children, 
Youth and Families”. 
 
   Coetta L. Combs presented "Coetta's View from Madison County" for our evening entertainment. 
 
   The General Session speaker was Rodger Bingham, better known as Kentucky Joe.  He was on the Na-
tional Network TV show “Survivor”.  He told how he was 1 of 40,000 people to try out for that particular 
program and all of the things he had to do as a survivor participant.  He was very interesting and funny dur-
ing his presentation and the following question/answer time. 
 
   Venita Caldwell, Associate Professor of Education, Hazard Community College was the luncheon 
speaker.  Venita talked about “Kerosene Salad Bars and Diesel Fried Chicken” as she told us about several 
different signs she has read and how funny they really are.   
 
   Afternoon seminars continued with an inside view of “Old Fashioned Quilting Bees”, “Conducting an Ef-
fective Meeting”, “The Many Uses of Vinegar”, “Dining with Diabetes”, “Gifts From the Heart”, “How 
Can You Take Care of Others…If You Don’t Take Care of Yourself”, “Identity Theft”, “From Grand Par-
enting to Parenting: Making it Work – and Work Well” and “Flag Etiquette”. 
 
   The evening and conference concluded with the closing banquet. The speaker for the evening was Ernest 
M. Tucker, Professor of History, Ashland Community and Technical College.  His talk was on “The Pleas-
ure of Writing Your Own Stories”.   He reminded us we should be writing stories about our own lives to 
hand down to our children. 
 
   The Silent Auction yielded $1010 and the Pennies for Friendship Collection yielded $374.86. 
 
   The West Virginia delegation extended an invitation to the 2008 Annual Conference in Charleston, West 
Virginia on July 11-13, 2008. 
 
   Flags were retired by the Kentucky Extension Homemakers Association and the West Virginia Confer-
ence Chair. 
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CWC/ACWW Meeting:   September 25-27, 2008   Hot Springs, AR.  - Arlington Resort Hotel & Spa 

ACWW Triennial:  April 19-28, 2010  Hot Springs, Arkansas, USA 
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 Summation 
Turku, Finland 

Working with Women Worldwide 
Winning The Way For Women 

 
This is the third triennial conference I have been fortunate to attend. Each conference has been unique as I 
travel there with new and different expectations than the previous conference. 
 
I’ve made a very interesting observation over the years as I sit at a conference table with fellow sisters from 
around the globe. While we all may be from different countries, I can’t help but notice how our lives are so 
very similar in so many ways. We’re all working toward many of the same goals. We all have many of the 
same dreams. 
 
Sitting in on the many sessions and listening to the different speakers, my thoughts seemed to constantly re-
turn to how can I share the feeling and excitement of the time… of this moment… with those who were, for 
one reason or another, unable to attend. 
 
The conference theme “Winning the Way for Women” seemed to ring out as a constant inspiration for all 
throughout the Conference. From the opening speakers’ overview and history of our host city, Turku, 
Finland, to the keynote speakers address, “Women As Peace Builders” highlighting the new role of Finnish 
women and their involvement in Finland’s political structure. The Opening Ceremony, with the “The Pa-
rade of Flags” was a stunning display of local culture, as all of the flags of represented nations were carried 
by the women of Finland in their beautiful, historic native costumes. As another great reminder of both our 
differences AND our similarities, the Interfaith Service drove home the point that we ALL can come to-
gether in peace and harmony. 
 
World ACWW President Ursula Goh reminded the attendees in her opening address that TODAY  is the 
bridge between the past and the future and we, as TODAY’S ACWW members have the responsibility 
AND the privilege of planning, building and maintaining that bridge.  She reminded us that in a world so 
blessed with all of the current technologies, latest conveniences, and modern-day comforts, it is absolutely 
unacceptable that we would allow hundreds of millions of people to go without the basic necessities of life. 
 
While listening to the reports from ACWW’s World President, Deputy World President, and all of the Area 
Presidents, I was astounding just how much smaller the world seems when you hear first-hand about the en-
deavors of women from all around the globe.   Those of us who attended will remember being surrounded 
by the hands of friendship and connected by strands of yarn with the women of the South Pacific Area.  
These reports bring our ACWW world to life through ceremonies, pictures, people and words.  The com-
mittee reports and workshops as well as the many timely displays both teach and remind us of the hard 
work behind the scenes by SO MANY to further the aims of ACWW.  Projects show us how even a rela-
tively small amount of money in the right place can have a remarkably lasting and positive impact.   
 
Throughout the conference, many resolutions and recommendations were presented and discussed. Interest-
ingly, in many countries, these Resolutions and Recommendations are presented to their parliaments or con-
gresses, and in many cases, often lead to sorely needed social or political change.  
 
“Finnish Night” was a charming event framed by the music of Finnish Composer, Jean Sibelius, while stun-
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ning photographs highlighting the beauty of our host country graced center stage. A Finnish girls' choir and 
the troupe of native folk dancers gave the attendees an opportunity to share in the music, song, and dance of 
Finland. 
 
   Excursion Day couldn’t have been greeted by more delightful weather. Each bus departed on its own ad-
venture. The many tours included a broad array of local Finnish life and culture. 
 
   Attending one of ACWW’s Triennial World Conference is a remarkable opportunity in many ways. First, 
the chance to meet and learn with women from all over the world is an experience that will never be re-
placed. Second, the insight from observing the many ways problems are solved in different parts of our 
changing world open avenues 
of ideas that may have re-
mained untapped.  Finally, the 
emotional and spiritual enrich-
ment that one takes away from 
one of these conferences after 
several days of international 
fellowship is priceless. I sin-
cerely urge each of you to at-
tend the 26th Triennial Con-
ference in Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas in 2010 whether it is for 
only a day or the entire confer-
ence. Both you AND the 
world will be richer for the ex-
perience. 
 
Pam Hanfland 
NVON President                                  NVON was well represented in Finland for the ACWW Triennial 2007 

THE ASSOCIATED COUNTRY WOMEN OF THE WORLD 

25th TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE,   TURKU, FINLAND 

 THEME: WINNING THE WAY FOR WOMEN 
Resolutions  deal with the Constitution and General Policy of ACWW as well as international issues, 
and are mandates which must be worked on if passed by the appropriate majority. They should be of 
international importance and capable of implementation. 
 
RESOLUTION 1: FOCUS ON WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS 
In order to keep rural areas alive, be it resolved that AC W W and its member societies focus strongly on 
women entrepreneurs, small businesses and income-generating activities for women, and encourage inter-
national bodies and national and local governments, when working with rural development across the 
world, to actively promote this method of empowering women. 
Proposed by:   European Area Conference Seconded by: Lanka Mahila Samiti (Sri Lanka) 
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RESOLUTION 2:  A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE 
To further promote community action as the key to long-term environmental change, be it resolved that the 
Associated Country Women of the World encourage all ACWW member societies to urge each individual 
to become actively involved in protecting the environment through education, research and promotion of 
activities that promote a sustainable future. 
 
Proposed by:   Woman's National Farm and Garden Association Inc. (USA) 
 
RESOLUTION 3: WATER AND POVERTY 
Be it resolved that ACWW and their member organisations urge the United Nations and their national gov-
ernments to create a new culture: the internationally agreed principles of Integrated Water Resources Man-
agement, including sanitation, access to safe drinking water and water for food and ecosystems based on co-
operation with all stakeholders. 
 
Proposed by:   Four Netherlands Societies - 

Nederlandse Bond Van Plattelandsvrouwen (NBvP) Nederlandse Vereniging van Huisvrou-
wen (NWH) Passage Christelijke-Maatschappelijke Vrouwenbeweging Zij Actief Neder-
land 

 
RESOLUTION 4: ENERGY FOR THE FUTURE 
Be it resolved that ACWW and their member organisations urge the United Nations and their national gov-
ernments to include energy in all (national) development strategies, to invest in modern and clean energy. 
 
Proposed by:   Four Netherlands Societies - Nederlandse Bond Van Plattelandsvrouwen (NBvP)  
                        Nederlandse Vereniging van Huisvrouwen (NWH) PassageChristelijke-Maatschappelijke 
                        Vrouwenbeweging ZijActiefNederland 

 
RESOLUTION 5: OBESITY AWARENESS 
Be it resolved that ACWW member societies urge their governments to raise the awareness of obesity and 
the ensuing harm to physical health. 
 
Proposed by: Iowa Master Farm Homemakers Guild (USA) 
 
RESOLUTION 6: UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION FOR MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS 
Be it resolved that ACWW and its member societies urge governments, who signed the United Nations 
Declaration for the Millennium Development Goals, to act upon and work towards meeting their commit-
ments by 2015. 
 
Proposed by:  British Columbia Women's Institute (Canada) Seconded by: South African Union of Home-

makers Clubs 
 
Recommendations  may, after adoption by the Triennial Conference, be suggested to Societies as a 
line of action which they might choose to follow. 

�����"�

%-�����������#����!��������� ���������	�
����
���� �

� � � � � � � � � � � �



RECOMMENDATION 1:   FIGHT AGAINST TYPE 2 DIABETES 
Be it recommended that ACWW member societies will encourage their national governments to: 

Ensure that consumers have sufficient information about the importance of making nu-
tritionally informed choices and their links to health. 
Develop legislation on food labels in order to make information about energy and nutri-
tion contents easily comprehensible and comparable. 
Recognize physical activity as an essential element in prevention and treatment for obe-
sity and closely linked non-communicable diseases. 

 
Proposed by:   Maa-Ja Kotitalousnaisten Keskus Ry (Finland) 
 
RECOMMENDATION 2:   WOMEN'S ROLE IN DECISION MAKING 
Be it recommended that ACWW focuses strongly on the importance of empowering women to take part in 
decision making. Through active participation women will contribute to sustainable development and have 
an important influence and impact on society. 
 
Proposed by:  Norges Bygdekvinnelag (Norway) 

                      
                               Country Women’s Council USA 
Host and Member of Associated Country Women of the World /Triennial Conference 2010 - 

  
Tentative Date:  April 20-28, 2010 

Triennial Location:  Hot Springs, Arkansas 
           Triennial Conference Theme:  “Rural Women: The voice of today” 

 
 

Hotels:   
Embassy Suites Hotel 

The Arlington Resort Hotel and Spa 
The Austin Resort & Conference Center 

Conference Venue: 
Hot Springs Convention Center 

 
 

Watch future issues for more information on how you can be a part of this 2010 event. 
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National Volunteer Outreach Network                

                                          NVON Program Report 
                                     July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007 

 
                                            

   Requests for state programs have increased in the last 12 months.  One thing I plan to do during the com-
ing year is to look at our state programs and determine if any changes need to be made.  Some of these pro-
grams need to be updated and some may need to be replaced.   I have not received any new programs this 
year with the exception of programs submitted by one state.  These were in response to my request for the 
sharing of success programs in recruiting new members.  I would like to see each state share their programs 
for new member recruitment.  This could then be put into booklet form for anyone requesting this informa-
tion.      
 
Total Programs Requested:  123          
Member States Requesting:  Illinois, Indiana, North Carolina,  Wisconsin 
Approximate Number of Individuals Reached with Program Presentation:  17000 
                                                                         
Mabel Harned  - Vice President 
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      I grew up on a farm in northern Indiana.  I have lived in Indiana all but two years of my 
life.  I was the oldest of five children.  When I was young I was in 4-H and loved it.  It was 
during those years of 4-H that I developed a love for baking.  I still enjoy competing in the 
open class of our county fair and volunteer to help out wherever I am needed.   
 
   Larry and I have been married 49 years.  We have five children and eleven grandchildren.  
Two of our children were also in 4-H.  We are currently anticipating the marriage of our 
youngest son in November.  Family has always been an important part of our lives and about 
once a month Sunday dinner is still a tradition in our home for whoever can come. 
 
   I love going to the movies with my grandchildren and having breakfast or lunch with 
friends.  I try to walk or work out at least 4 times a week.  In my spare time I enjoy reading 
and doing cross stitch.    
 
  Most of my married life I have been an active volunteer in both my church and the community.  For the past 10 
years I have been actively involved with the Indiana Extension Homemakers.  This has proven to be a most enjoyable 
and rewarding period of time.  I support all this organization does to strengthen families and improve the lives of 
those in our communities.           
 
   Attending the ACWW Triennial Conference in Turku, Finland was a truly wonderful experience.  To meet and visit 
with women from so many countries was something I will never forget.  I also enjoy attending the NVON and CWC 
Conferences.   
 
   This year I am working with a dedicated state board and we hope to continue the excellent leadership of years past.  
I enjoyed traveling the state for district meetings this fall.  I have been busy since taking office on July 1st and this 
year seems to be going much too fast.                           Shirley Nix 
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                        Arkansas EHC: June 10-12, 2008 - Hot Springs, Arkansas 
                      Illinois HCE: March 11-13, 2008 - Effingham, Illinois     
                      Indiana EHA: June 11-13, 2008 - West Lafayette, Indiana         
                      Kentucky EHA: May 12-15, 2008 - Louisville, Kentucky 
                      North Carolina ECA: October 29-31, 2008 - Fayetteville, North Carolina 
                      South Carolina FCL: October 25-27, 2007 Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
                      West Virginia CEOS: October 7-9, 2008 - Jackson's Mill, Weston, West Virginia        
                      Wisconsin HCE, September 15-17, 2008 - Manitowoc Wisconsin 

NVON Projects Report 
July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007 

 
Stitches for Survival/Making A Difference 

 
“Stitches for Survival” 

 
Stitches for Survival project for the Tarahumara Indians in Mexico has been revised to con-
tinue with the “Stitches for Survival” theme we are  supporting International Disaster Areas. I 
have received reports from 2 counties in Illinois and 1 county in Kentucky reporting a total of 

38 sewing kits sent to the International Disaster Area project of the United Methodist Church.  I think there 
may be more kits sent that have not been reported.  Thanks to Elaine Stoll, Arkansas State President for 
supplying information on this project.  The project continues through December 31, 2007.   
 

“Making A Difference” (MAD)   
 
   The Project in Common for 2008-2009 will be “Making A Difference for children in 
foster care.”  The objective of the project is to help children who are being placed in 
foster care through no fault of their own.  Member states are developing plans of action 
to accomplish this objective.     
 
Mabel Harned   - Projects Chairman 

                               NVON  CONFERENCE DATES:    
 
                                 July 11-13, 2008  Charleston, West Virginia                             

United for a Better World  “Beginning with Teamwork” 
 

July 13-15, 2009   - Bellville,  Illinois 
United for a Better World  “Cultivate the Mind; Harvest the Future” 
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Wisconsin:  - Wisconsin is busy trying to emphasize our “Building Thru Communi-
cation”. They have a program entitled “Walk about Wisconsin” created to improve 
health habits and even obtain new members.  They continue to support their scholar-
ship program. Their big emphasis is to work with the Nicaragua Sewing Centers, 
Heifer International, supporting Haiti students, Water for All and Save the Sight, all 
funded by their Pennies for Friendship collections.   

Delegates:  State President Marcelline Protheroe  2nd Voting Delegate: Lylene Scholz 

 
West Virginia: - West Virginia has a West Virginia Day at the Legislature 
which was well attended. They reported 289,000 volunteer hours.  They sponsor 
Scholarships and hold meetings for leadership development and educational pro-
gram training and many things not listed.  WVCEOS provides an international 
scholarship not to exceed $3,500 to a selected international student attending 
West Virginia University. 
 Our International student, Romina Biancato from Peru has completed her tour of 
our state. The new International student has been selected. His name is Washing-
ton Gondi and he is from Kenya. He will attend West Virginia University during  
the 2008 and 2009 school year.                                                            
                                                                                                          Delegates:  State President Betty Tustin            
                                                                                                          2nd Voting Delegate:  Carmen Robinson 
 

   
 South Carolina:  - South Carolina 
has “Tea parties”, volunteered with 
victims of violence, they have already 
started working on the “MAD” Project 
in common and presented lessons on 
Youth & Family Issues, Environ-
mental & Health Issues as well as Nu-
trition & Food Safety. 
  
 

Delegates:  State President Barbara Cathey  
2nd Voting Delegate:  Pat Breznay 
 
North Carolina:  North Carolina has been very busy as well.  They have sup-
ported the Victory Junction Camp for children with serious health problems, 
The Boys & Girls Homes with donations of clothing , toiletries  bath towels, 
etc.  Donated books to local libraries and worked with children in need.  They 
have also been working on a Strategic Planning.  They are hoping to work 
much more closely with Extension to get their name into communities. 
 
                                                                   Delegates: State President Carol Cox  
                                                                   2nd Voting Delegate:  Alma Fields 
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 Kentucky: - Kentucky has been giving their time, talents, money and knowledge to 
serve communities. The have been giving time for Children’s Advocacy Centers, 
nursing homes and abuse centers. They are making quilts for families who have lost 
members in Iraq, chemo capes for cancer patients, lap robes for the Dialysis Center, 
and pillows for “Reach for Recovery”.  
 
                                                                   Delegates: State President Linda Kaletch   
                                                                           2nd Voting Delegate:  Carol Perkins 
 
 

 
Indiana: - Indiana reported they work with First Books for Kids and have targeted 
Head Start Children. It is now in the 6th year with 60 out of 92 counties participating. 
They have a program called I-Lead which was given at their Annual Conference for 
the first time and was well received. They make donations to Ronald McDonald 
House & Riley Hospital by making puppy pillows, stuffed animals, fleece pillows and 
blankets.  
 
Delegates: State President Shirley Nix   
2nd Voting Delegate: Gloria Del Greco 
 

 
 
Illinois: - Illinois has been very busy with Linus Blankets, mittens & caps in the 
winter, book bags and things to fill them, stuffed toys for children in trauma, col-
lecting and delivering items to the Veterans hospital, collecting items for the sol-
diers and making the neck cooler for them as well, gave items for Bingo in the 
nursing homes and collected pop tabs for St. Judes. Illinois also reported a few vol-
unteer hours; 28 out of 87 counties reported for a total of 123,510 hours, which cal-
culated by the multiplier of $18.77 an hour, equals $2,318,282.70.  
 
                                                                     Delegates:  State President Ellie Maroon    
                                                                        2nd Voting Delegate: Carol Whitcomb 
 

 
 
Arkansas: - Arkansas has had as their major focus “Living Well in Later Life”. 
They have organized teams of Tai Chi, Strong Women-Strong Hearts, and Walk 
Across Arkansas. They have a program, Medicare Prescription Drug Card. They 
have worked with different hospitals; Neo-Natal units, Cancer Research, Ronald 
McDonald House, nursing homes, shelters, DHS, CASA and held methampheta-
mine awareness seminars.  
 
Delegates:  State President Elaine Stoll 
2nd Voting Delegate:  Joyce Hall 
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I feel honored to be serving as the Kentucky Extension Homemaker Association’s 
President.  I have been a Kentucky Extension Homemaker since 1975.  My mother 
was a Kentucky Homemaker member as well. I remember some things she learned 
that helped her to provide a better way of life in our home.  Some of those things 
were being safe with canning and freezing of fruits and vegetables and heritage skills 
that she learned at meetings.  My hope has always been to continue that learning 
process for my own family, that dream plus so much more has kept me active and 
involved with our organization. 
 
   I live in the far western part of the state of Kentucky, about 10 miles from where the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers meet.  I’ve been married for 38 years to Eddy and lived in Jacksonville, FL for a little while.    When 
he was through with his obligation to the US Navy and Vietnam, we moved back to Kentucky.  He has 
worked making paper for the last 36 years in Wickliffe, KY.  I worked for a while at the telephone com-
pany, but with Eddy working swing shift, we decided that we didn’t like to write notes and pass each other 
on the highway and just wave.  So I’ve been a stay at home wife for many years now. 
 
   We worked for 20 years with Boy Scouts of America (BSA). I served as the first Assistant Scoutmaster in 
our council and many other troop and council positions. I have served on staff at 3 National BSA Jambo-
rees.  I am a Brotherhood member of the BSA’ s Order of the Arrow. I have received a council’s highest 
award for a volunteer, the Silver Beaver Award. 
 
   We attend McKendree United Methodist Church, where I am a trustee, I taught Sunday School for may 
years, and I share the song leading duties on a regular basis.  
 
   I sing with a Community Chorus and have done stage make-up for local theatre as time permits. I love to 
draw and like to sew again as time permits.  We spend a lot of time with the joy of our lives, our grand-
daughter Mackenzie who will be 3 years old in November. 
 
   I have been involved with Extension since my sophomore year high school when I took a 4-H Automotive 
Course. I really wanted to meet guys and racecars.    But that’s another story.  
 
   As a Kentucky Extension Homemaker I’ve served my county as president, vice-president, secretary and 
numerous other county board positions. On the Area I have been a vice-president and education chairman. I 
have also served as club president and secretary on many occasions. I have also served on the state level as 
an educational chairman and 1st vice president before being elected as president-elect and now as state 
president.   I look forward to working with and for NVON to  “promote friendship and communication in 
our world-wide communities and to improve the quality of life for individuals and families through research 
based information provided through Land Grant colleges and universities”.              Linda  Kaletch 
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Check your label for the date of expiration. Your subscription has or is about to expire.  Please renew 
today.  Cost is $15.00 for 3 years)  Make check payable to NVON   and mail to: 

 Marietta Gutierrez  -  NVON Treasurer 
1312 Winnebago Ct.,  

North Little Rock, AR.  72116 
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 "Inherit the Past, Create a Bright Future" was the theme for our 9th NVON Conference in Lexington, Ken-
tucky.   
 
Kentucky Day set the tone for the conference as tours departed to Shaker Village and Old Town Berea. 
Thursday evening we were entertained by the KENTUCKY Sassafras Bluegrass Band. The group of six 
very talented children played and sang bluegrass music and kept the group amused with their down-home 
style of humor.  Their ages ranged from 12 to 17.   
 
The business meeting began Friday morning with the procession of the flags.  Greetings were received from 
Kimberly Henken MS, UK Cooperative Extension Associate for Environmental Issues. Judy Furr (NC) was 
elected as NVON Secretary for 2008-2010.  Little Red Riding Hood (Florence Dietrich) enticed us each to 
put July 13-15, 2009 on our calendar to travel to Belleville, Il. 
 
Mabel Harned, NVON Vice-President reported on the 2006-2007 Project in Common, Stitches for Survival 
that began with the Tarahumara Indians in Mexico.  Due to the overwhelming outpouring of donated items, 
the project was redirected to sending International Disaster Areas Sewing Kits.  Beginning in January 2008 
the focus will be on MAD, Making a Difference for children in foster care.   
 
We were delighted to have Val Tarrant, Immediate Past ACWW Project Committee Chairman share infor-
mation on ACWW Projects and how the pennies we donate make a difference.                             Cont’d  Page 5 
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 Website:  www.NVON.org 

 National Volunteer Outreach Network                             
               68906 C.R. 33   
              Goshen, IN  46526 
               574-642-4746 
         E -mail: needleme@npcc.net 


